Vertue for cuttings, lamenefs,tf<r. the part affe&ed being anoin¬ 
ted therewith. One thing more he related, not to be omitted, 
which is, that having told, that the time of catching thefe Fifties 
was from the beginning of March, to the end of May , after 
which time they appeared no more in that part of the Sea: he 
did, when asked, whither they then retired, give this Anfwer, 
That it was thought, they went into the Weed-beds of the Gulf 
of Florida^ it having been obferved, that upon their Fins and 
Tails they have ftore of Clams or Barnacles, upon which, he 
faid, Rock*weed or Sea-tangle did grow a hand long; many of 
them having been taken of them, of the bignefs of great Oy~ 
fter-fhels, and hung upon the Governour of Bermudas his Pales. 

A Narrative concerning the fuccefs of Pendulum-Watches at 
Sea for the Longitudes * 

The Relation lately made by Major Holmes , concerning the 
fuecefsof the Pendulum-Watches at Sea (two whereof were com¬ 
mitted to his Care and Obfervation in his laft voyage to ( umy 
by fomeof our Eminent Virtuofi, and Grand Promoters of Na¬ 
vigation) is asfolloweth 5 

The faid Major having l?ft that Coaft, and being come to the 
Ifle of Sc .Thomas under the lintf.accompanied with fourVeftels,. 
having there adjufted his Watches, put to Sea,and failed Weft- 
ward, fevenor eight hundred Leagues, without changing his 
courfe; after which, finding the Wind favourable, he fleered 
towards the Coaft of Afiick^ North:North-Eaft. But-having 
failed upon thati/«e a matter of two or three hun JredJLeagues, 
the Mailers of the other Ships, under his Conduct, apprehend¬ 
ing that they.fhould want Water, before they could reach that 
Coaft,did propofeto him to fleer their Courfe to the Barbadoet,. 
to fupply themfelyes with Water there. Whereupon the faid 
Major,having called the Mafter and Pilots together,and caufed 
them to produce their Journals and Calculations, it was found, 
that thofe Pilots did differ intbeir reckonings from that of the 
Major, one of them eighty Leagues,another about an hundred, 
and the third, more *, but the Major judging by his Pendulum* 
Watchesy ih&t they were only fome thirty Leagues diftant from 
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the Ifle of Fuego, which is one of the Ifles of Cape Verde, and that 
they might reach it next day, and having a great confidence in 
the faid Watches, refolved to fleer their Courfe thither,and ha- 
ving given order fotodo, they got the very next day about 
Noon a fight of the.faid Ifle of Fuego, finding themfelves to fail 
direCtly upon it,and fo arrived at it that Afternoon, as he had 
faid.Thefe Watches having been firft Invented by theExcellent 
Monfieur Chrijlian Hugensoi ^ulicbem, and fitted to go at Sea, 
by the Right Honourable, the Earl of Kincardin , both Fellows 
of the Royal Society, are now brought by a New addition to a 
wonderful perfection. The faid Monfieur Hugens , having been 
informed of thefuccefs of the Experiment, made by Major 
Holmes, wrought to a friend at Paris a Letter to this effeCt $ 
Major Holmes at his return, hath made a relation concerning 
the ufefulnefs of Pendulums, which furpaffeth my expectation: I 
did not imagine that the Watches of this firft Structure would 
fucceed fo well, and I had referved my main 'hopes for the 
New ones. But feeing that thofe have already ferved fo fuccef- 
fully, and that the other are yet morejuft and exaCt, 1 have the 
more reafon to believe, that the Invention of Longitudes will 
come to its perfection. In the mean time Ifliall tell you, that 
the States did receive my Propofition, when I defired of them a 
F.atent for thefe newWatches,and therecompenfe feta-part for 
the invention in cafe offuccefsj and that without any difficulty 
they have granted my requeft, commanding me to bring one 
of thefe Watches into their Affembly, to explicate unto them 
the Invention, and the application thereof to the Longitudes > 
which I have done to their contentment. I have this week ptib- 
liflied, that the faid Watches fhall be expofed to fale, together 
with an Information neceflary to ufe them at Sea: and thus I 
have broken the Ice.The fame Objection,that hath been made 
in your parts againft the exaCtnefs of thefe Pendulum, hath alfo 
been made here • to wit, that though they fhould agree toge¬ 
ther, they might fail both of them,by reafon that the Air at one 
time might be thicker, than at another. But I have anfwered 5 
that this difference, if there be any, will not be at all perceived 
in the Penduls, feeing that the continuall Obfervations, made 
in Winter from day to day, until Summer, have fhewed me that 

they 



they have always agreed with the Sun. As to the Printing of 
the Figure of my New Watch, I (hall defer that yet a while: "but 
it {hall in time appear with all the Demonftrations thereof, toge¬ 
ther with a 7 reatife of Pendulums , written by me fome days lince, 
which is of a very fobtile Speculation 

The Character, lately publijbed beyond the Seas , of an Eminent 
Perfon , not longjince dead at Tholoufe, where he was a 
Councellorof Parliament. 

It is the defervedly famous Monfeur de Fermat , who was, 

( faith the Author of the Letter) one of the moft Excellent 
Men of this Age, a Genius fo univerfal, and of lb vaft an ex¬ 
tent, that if very knowing and learned Men had not given 
teftimony of his extraordinary merit, what with truth can be 
laid of him, would hardly be believed. He entertained a con- 
ftant correfpondence with many of the mofl lilullrious Mathe¬ 
maticians of Europe , and did excel in all the parts of Mathema¬ 
tical Science: a Teftimony whereof he hath left behind him in 
the following Books. 

A Method for the Quadrature of Parabola's ofall degrees. 

A Book De Maxi mis & Minimis , which ferveth not only for 
the determination of Problems of Plains and Solids , but alfo 
for the invention of Tangents and Curve Lit/es , and of the Centres 
of Gravity in Solids 5 and iikewilefor Numerical Queftions. 

An Introdu&ion to the Doririne of Plains and Solids , which 
is an Analytical Treatiffi, concerning thefolution of Plains and 
Solids , which had been lecn (as the Advertifer affirms^) before 
Monfieur Des Cartes had publiffi’d any thing upon thisSubjed. 

ATreatife De Contattibus sphxricis , where he hath demon- 
ftrated in Solids , what Mr. Viet , Mailer of Rcquefb, had but 
demenferated in Plains. 

Another Treatifc, wherein he eftablilheth and demonftrateth 
the two Books of Apollonius Pergaus. of Plains. 

And a General Method for the dimenfion of Curve Lines , &c. 
Befides, having a perfcfl knowledge in Antiquity, he was con- 
fultcd from all parts upon the difficult ies that did emerge there- 
in: he hath explained abundance of oblcure places, that are 
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